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NORMALITY 


These are abnormal times: at least 
most people would say so, though the 
test of what truth there is in the 
statement lies in a definition cf what 
are normal times. Have we not always 
had the struggle of rival empires, both in 
peace and in war? ‘The struggle of 
the common people for the means of 
living : and that satisfied, for liberty ?>— 
the battle of ideas, some true, some 
false, each seeking to capture the mind 
of man? 

What strikes us to-day is not so much 
the abnormality of our lives as the 
degree of normality that remains. 
Does anyone need to ask which is 
greater, that which has gone or that 
which remains—of material things or 
human life ? 

Our cities still stand, even the greater 
part of them where they have been 
blitzed : and we speak of what we have 
seen. Forty odd million people still 
inhabit these isles; and if we let the 
most dreadful thoughts prevail, won’t 
there still stand after all is over our 
homes by millions on the plain and the 
millions, too, that call them homes? 
We call our readers to this contempla- 
tion. ; 

It is true that no one escapes the effect 
of war, but despite the raids, the taxes, 
the shortages, the restrictions, the 
ministries, and the shouts of those who 
want the pace still faster, (mot to mention 
the enemy), the sum of normality in 
our daily lives is just stupendous. We 
eat and drink—when and what we can— 
but we do it ; we sleep and wake—and, 
in spite of Jerry nature insists on a 
minimum of both ; we travel, we work, 


we get paid, we spend, we read, relax 
and revive again somehow. 

Nor is thatall. There are thousands, 
hundreds of thousands probably, who 
still feed well, in hotels and restaurants. 

The war would end tomorrow if they 
didn’t ; so remember that, my comrades, 
and temper criticism with circumspec- 
tion! You must keep up their morale : 
lords and ladies and the great elite, 
including our new bureaucracy, must 
have near normality, or their faith flags. 
We mention it en passant. 

But then there are the amusements, the 
packed picture palaces, the car rides— 
and for the commoner, for you and I (?) 
the push bikes, the people’s restaurants, 
the milk bar, the canteens, the fish and 
chip shops, (they do exist: again we 
speak from experience) the ice-cream 
carts, and last and not least, the weekly 
output of low literature for men and 
women—newspapers here counting six 
to one of the others. 

All this then is normality. We could 
speak of the other walks of life; the 
birth-rate—that goes merrily on and 
life in the shelter does’nt stop it: the 
death-rate, the marriage rate, police 
court and prison life, the asylums, 
domestic strife and neighbours’ quarrels 
—all the hall-marks of civilised life are 
with us yet. Again en passant we 
mention them—lest we forget ! 

* * * 

And now, while not denying the 
abnormality of death and maiming, 
coming thief-like in the night,. though 
the road deaths might have acclimatised 
us to that; we want to ask: Why, with 
so much of life that is normal going on 
around. us, there is no cry for more 


and more normality in our Party wor k? 
Why is so much being left undone that 
should be done in preparation for “after 
the: war’? ; 

This is the contemplation we had in 
mind in our third paragraph above. 
And, we further ask, how much of the 
new heaven and the new earth is coming 
to us after the war, unless we stay the 
drainage from Party personnel, and in 
real earnest realise that to lose. strength 
is to lose ground, to decrease member- 
ship is to decrease opportunity, to 
slacken Party ties is to loosen them 
altogether ? 

* * * 

Immense problems loom ahead, for the 
period at the close and after the war. 
They are revolutionary problems, not 
to be solved after long agitation and the 
rigmarole of House of Commons 

legislation. They may be dealt with 
in a day. By whom? How? And 
is Labour’s share in the solution to be 
based on 1935? on dwindled strength 
strength since the war ? or on the factor 
that its machinery and power has been 
maintained and hardened in the country 
and that its forces are in fighting trim ? 

Today we are not greatly worried 
about the next election though we want 
to prepare for it in several directions. 
Nor are we certain when we want the 
electiontocome. ‘This much, however, 
we are certain of, viz., that great deci- 
sions will be made befote another 
General Election. And we want to be 
sure of the strength of our bargaining 
power, 

Democratic Government it is said 
is on its trial: and we are fighting for 
the defence of ‘““‘Democracy.” But we 
have never had a Democratic Govern- 
ment in power, nor can we, while a 
House of Lords remains, and the whole 
machinery of elections is weighted in 
favour of wealth and privilege. We 
want wide sweeping reform, but what 
reform? And when? Do we know? 
If we want it (as we ought to get it), 
in the hour when quick reconstructions 
are taking place, we. should seek the 
answers to both questions N OW, and 
above all secure our Party’s might that 
it shall be ready to take and to hold. 

Hence we urge our readers that the 
temptations of the times to let things 
slide must be resisted. The precious 
thing to us is. the hope we place in 
Party for the reign of Socialism. To 
neglect, even in this hour, to keep our 


Party everywhere in being and in al 
places active, is to imperil our ‘hope, 
our aspirations, and maybe, to throw 
away a golden opportunity that will not 
come again. 


Additional Candidates 


Lancs.: Barrow.—Mr. B. J. Crehan, 
(N.U.G.M.W.), 388 London Road, 
Stretton, near Warrington, Lancs. 

Norrts.: Mansfield—Mr. H. B. Taylor, 
M.P. (M.F.G.B.), 47 Shakespeare 
Avenue, Mansfield Woodhouse, 
Notts. 

CARMARTHEN (West): Mr. R. Meolwyn 
Hughes, M.P. (D.L.P.), Brynglas, 
Pumpsaint, Carmarthen. 

FirESHIRE (East): Mr. J. C. Robertson 
(D.L.P.), 14 Denfield Avenue, Car- 
denden, Fifeshire. 

Lanarkxs. (South): Mr. R. Taylor 
(D.L.P.), Searsley, 308 Albert Drive, 
Glasgow, S.1. 


Candidatures Withdrawn 


Herts.: Hertford—Mr. W. Mitchell ” 


Gordon. 
Lancs.: Ormskirk.—Mr. J. J. Cleary. 
Lonpon: Islington E.—Dr. H. C. Boyde. 
Norrs. (South): Mr. T. J. May. 
Oxon: Henley.—Mr. Wogan Phillips. 
Warwicks.: Birmingham, Handsworth. 
—Mr. A. G. Chattaway. 
Yorxks.: Ripon—NMr. R. J. Hall. 
RENFREWS. (West): Mr. J. S. Clarke. 


Devon: Torquay: — Mr. W. W. 


Blaylock. 
Lancs.: Lonsdale——Mr. J. Kekwick. 
WesTMorLAND: Mr. R. S. Armstrong. 


Contracting -in 


The Annual Report of the Executive 
Committee of the National Union of 
Distributive and Allied Workers 
records that at the end of 1940 the 
number of members “contracting-in” 
to the Political Fund of the Union was 
194,802, an increase of 25,521 over the 
previous year’s figures. 


The percentage of “contractors-in” 


for the whole Union is 87, as compared 
with 76 in 1929.. In the South Wales 
and Monmouth Division the percentage 
is 99 and several other Divisions have 
over go per cent. paying to the Political 
Fund. Well done, N.U.D.A.W.! 


ERRATUM 


We regret that by a printer’s error our 
last issue (No. 233, April). was paged 
continuously with our previous number 
as has been our custom for some years. 

In view, however, of the possibility 
_of interrupted issues it will, we believe, 
be more conyenient to our readers to 
page number each issue separately, 
and this course we propose to adopt for 
the present. 


War Damage Act 


The War Damage Act came _ into 
force on March 26th. There are virtu- 
ally four schemes, and the first and 
second definitely: affect Local Labour 
organisations. The schemes are:— 

(1) A Compulsory Contributory 
Scheme, under which compensation is 
provided in respect of war damage to 
land and property. 

(2) A Business Scheme providing for 
the insurance of plant and machinery, 
office and shop equipment, and any 
other business equipment of a trader 
or manufacturer. 

(3) A Special Scheme for farmers. 

(4) A Voluntary Scheme for private 
chattels (furniture, clothing and _per- 
sonal effects). 

Owners of land and buildings must 
_ enter the contributory scheme. 

Under the business scheme, compul- 
sion applies only where the plant, 
machinery, etc., is valued at more than 
£1,000. Small business insure under 
No. 4 above. 

Under the private chattels scheme, 
insurance is voluntary. 

Our readers are strongly advised tc 
make immediate enquiries as to their 
Party‘s position under the scheme. 

A considerable number of Parties 
possess property which must be insured, 
and where this is the case insurance 
must be effected by May 31 under 
penalties for non-compliance. 

Where insurance of equipment and 
stock is voluntary, the present arrange- 
ment for free (after the war) compen- 
sation will cease on the date named 
and thereafter no compensation 1s pay- 
able in respect of war damage unless 
an insurance is in force. The arrange- 
ments for free insurance to house- 
holders for furniture, etc., 1s not 

affected in this way. 

This is not the place for a full ex- 


planation of the Act, but the assets of 
all Parties, if at all considerable, should 
be immediately insured. Equipment 
held in members’ houses is not covered 
by the free household insurance. 


ty 


POLICY CONFERENCES 
“Democracy and Reconstruction” 


In all parts of the country Labour 
folk are heartened by the décision. of 
the N.L.C. to hold a great series of 
conferences on the subject above 
indicated. We have no doubt of the 
value of this work and of the co-opera- 
tion they should receive from all local 
organisations, 

The following is a list of conferences 
already arranged:— ° ‘5 


arene May 3. Mr. W. Glenvil Hall, 


‘Bradford, May 10. Mr. George Lathan, 


M.P. 

Northampton, May ro. Prof. H. J. 
Laski. 

Coventry, May 11. 
Gould, J.P. 

Middlesbrough, May 17. Mr. 
Arthur Woodburn, M.P. 

et May 17. Miss E. Wilkinson, 

P 


Mrs. B. Ayrton 


Newcastle, May 24. Prof. H. J. Laski. 

Wellington, May 24. Mr. D. R. 
Grenfell, M.P. 

Taunton, June 7. Mr. George Lathan, 
M.P: 

Nottingham, June 21. Prof H. J. 
Laski? “yor Fs a 
Edinburgh, June 21. Mr. E. Shinwell, 

M.P. 


Stirlingshire. June 22.° Mr. E. 
Shinwell, M.P. 
Brighton, July 5. Rt. Hon H. B. 

Lees-Smith, M.P. 
Glasgow, July 5. Prof. H. J. Laski. 
Lanarkshire, July 6. Prof. H. J. Laski. 
Rhyl, July 12. Mr. A. Woodburn, M.P. 
Dundee, July 19. Mr. D. R. Grenfell, 
M.P. 
Hawick, July 20.. Mr D. R. Grenfell, 
M.P. 
London, July 20. Rt. Hon H. B. 
Lees-Smith, M.P. 
Arrangements are now being made for 
Conferences. to be held at:— Bolton, 
Warrington, Crewe, Accrington, 
Barrow-in-Futness, Pontypridd, Neath, 
Newport or Pontypool, Norwich, 
Ipswich, Colchester, and Lincoln. 
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Reviews 
‘Labour in the Goyernment”. The 
Labour Party. Price 2d., post tree 
3d. 

An important pamphlet which at 
first sight tempts one to wonder whether 
our Party is seeking to claim credit for 
accomplishments, the credit for which 
is collectively due to the Government, 
or at least to certain meritorious 
departments. 

The doubt here is soon dispelled; for 
what the pamphlet sets out to do is to 
show the influence of Labour compo- 
nents in the Government and the 
success that has attended that influence, 
and especially the success (from the 
point of view of benefits to the people) 
of the actions of certain Labour 
ministers. The pamphlet therefore is 
not only a story of great accomplish- 
ments but it is useful and informative 
also as a mere record of them. The 
propaganda value of the pamphlet 
‘strikes us as being high and it was a 
happy thought to give on the back 
page a list of Labour members of the 
Government and also the names of the 
Labour P.P.S. 100 copies of the pam- 
phlet cost 10/-, and we can hardly 
imagine that any party will care to 
miss the advantages which a big sale 
or distribution would bestow. 


“A Labour Plan of War-Finance.” 
The Socialist Clarity Group. 
Price 3d. 

The investigations of the Socialist 
Clarity Group, published in “Labour 
Discussion Notes,” and two or three 
pamphlets are sometimes refreshingly 
original and informative. We trust 
our friends may be able to resist any 
demands that may come along from 
some section of their associates for a 
form of organisation that may serve 
as a ginger group rather than continue 
a useful and purely research function, 
No. 3 pamphlet notified as above is 
hot quite so original as expected or 
perhaps our view is due to our having 
read the previous notes. Students of 
Labour Party and war policy must 
‘take this question of war-finance very 
“very seriously, for in» our opinion both 
_the whole future of the world, or our 
part of it, and of the war itself, 
depends upon this issue—the more so 


that this is a war between a continuing 
capitalist State and a totalitarian 
nation with a _ potentially superior 
economic organisation. As our contri- 
bution to the discussion we venture to 
suggest that in the ten conclusions 
reached Nos. 7 and 10 are somewhat 
contradictory. Our readers must 
decide that matter for themselves. 


A Parson Talks 


We recently asked a parson friend of 
ours how he managed to get the 
workers for the multifarious activities 
associated with his churches. His 
reply was that every day he tapped 
someone for a little job of work, He 
keeps asking people to do things, and 
as he does not ask for very much he 
nearly always succeeds in enlisting yet 
another worker. It seemed to us that 
there was something in this method. 
We know no end of Parties where the 
faithful few carry everything on their 
shoulders and seem proud of doing so 
though they do love to grumble about 
it. The point is that their party never 
grows in consequence, nor is there 
among the rank and file that sense of 
party possession and commonalty that 
makes for big things. “Keep asking 
for Workers,” seems to us to be a most 
excellent motto to follow. Collectors 
should certainly always be practising 
this method on membership. We 
ourselves have many times at meetings, 
conferences and similar places, tapped 
people we knew among the audience 
for little services in stewarding and 
they have mostly always been both 
glad and willing to oblige. Many of 
them have never thought that they 
could be of service or given any 
thought either to services that might 
be needed. Even at an _ outdoor 
meeting we have more than once 
approached an interested listener to 
help us distribute literature and this 
brought more than one good fellow to 
the fold. Even our advice bureaux 
ought to be exploited in this way, for 
surely there are tasks of all sorts to do ° 
in running the bureaux other than the — 
giving of advice. If we are always to 
wait for volunteers to come forward we 
shall always be short-handed and be 
carrying a burden which others. ought 
to share. “a 
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FILMS: W.F.A. Carries On! 


By Alderman Joseph Reeves, Hon. Secretary-Manager 


The Workers’ Film Association is 
carrying on. There is more need than 
ever for propaganda by Local Labour 
Parties. Unless we are very careful, 
many of our members whose under- 
standing of the underlying principles 
of Socialism may have been only casual 
need to be reminded that in spite of 
the fact that, for the duration of the 
war, we are sinking our political differ- 
ences so that we may the more 
completely defeat Hitler and all he 
represents, the differences of class 
interests remain. 

That is why the Local Labour Parties 
must continue, as far as circumstances 
permit, the propagation of our great 
social principles and the dissemination 
of knowledge on Labour’s remedies for 
social insecurity and the inequalities of 
a system of production for profit. 

The ordimary channels of propaganda 
are not at the moment available. We 
cannot hold public meetings in the 
way we did before the war, and in any 
case our members are so engaged in 
one form or another in the war effort 
that any free time they may snatch 
thev wish to use in forms of recreation 
they appreciate. This is our oppor- 
tunity. A few weeks ago I was asked 
by the Greenwich Labour Party to a 
social evening on May Day. A goodly 
number of members attended. A few 
very short, bright speeches were 
delivered and one or two vocal items 
were tendered. The evening was 
rounded off by a film show. The first 
news reel of the W.F.A. was projected 
and certain other films of political 
interest were shown. The main part of 
the programme consisted of entertain- 
ment films. Before members left they 
said how much they had appreciated 
the reunion, how it had enabled them 
to renew their faith and to contact 
comrades whom they had had_ no 
opportunity of seeing during the dark 
days of winter. 

Quite a number of Labour Patties 
and Co-operative Societies are holding 
regular film shows for their members. 
T am sure this form of propaganda- 
cum-entertainment is a method of keep- 
ing together our keener members 


and possibly of roping in new adher- 
ents to the fold. 

The W.F.A. have now three mobile 
film units which they are willing to 
send to Local Labour Parties on a cost 
basis. _ We are prepared to provide 
Parties with an up-to-date projector 
and the services of a projectionist for 
the sum of 30/- per evening on condi- 
tion that the Local Labour Party is 
prepared to meet the travelling ex- 
penses of the projectionist and provide 
him with hospitality if he has to stay 
overnight. A very comprehensive cata- 
logue of films is available, and those 
who hire the equipment can make their 
own selection of films. A good pro- 
gramme of films can be hired for 
approximately {2 5s. 

Some Co-operative Societies and 
Local Labour Parties make a charge of 
6d. when they organise such functions. 
Such a charge, provided the film exhi- 
bition was well advertised, may actually 
cover expenses. If it does not, how- 
ever, a good deal of satisfaction is 
obtained from the knowledge that 
members have had an_ entertaining 
evening besides having been introduced 
to some of the social problems of our 
generation presented in filmic form. 

In the course of a few weeks, the 
National Council of Labour, probably 
in association with the Co-operative 
Union, will be sending a circular to 
Trades Unions, Local Labour Parties 
and Co-operative Societies, asking them 
to become Associate Members of the 
W.F.A. The advantages of such Asso- 
ciate Membershiv will be outlined in 
the circular signed by the three 
National Secretiries. Labour Party 
Organisers and Agents are urged to 
bring this circular to the notice of their 
members and to advise them to parti- 
cipate in the Associate Membership 
Scheme for the sum of one guinea per 
annum. 


Mr. L. Shipley, Secretary, Heanor 
Labour Party, would be glad to receive 
a specimen ‘of a household inventory 
issued by any L.L.P. Some Parties 
were considering same. Address: 1G 
The Meadows, Heanor, Notts. 
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London 
Accommodation 


Near Kensington High Street 


Comfortable Divan Rooms with 
Hot and Cold Water. 


Baths. 


Double Rooms from 
25/- a week. 


Single Rooms from 15/- a week 
or 5/- a night. 


* 
Mr. S. J. GEE 


(Hon, Secretary, South Kensington 
Labour Party) 


99 Lexham Gardens, W.8 
Wes, 6442 


Summer Treats 


A correspondent writes us bemoaning 
the lost income from their annual 
summer trip for which sometimes 
several special trains were chartered. 
He does not suggest that his Party is 
doing anything in substitution. 

One of the happiest recollections uf 
our childhood is of thosé days when 
with a little tin cup, tied round our 
neck with nibbon, and a bunch of 
everlasting sweet peas in our hands, 
we marched, or were carried in railway 
vans, to the scene of the Sunday 
school treat. From those days we have 
always felt a tremendous predilection 
for a gala day among the crowd in 
some farmer’s field after hay-cutting. 
Ordinarily we are all for the quiet 
countryside, but this is an exception. 
We believe that every party might try 
to have at least one day like this once 
a year—and it is not all spoiled enjoy- 
ment when it rains. It is surprising 
what one can collect if, to be. coupled 
with the function, is a free treat for 
the children. And it is surprising too 
what can be taken at the gates in the 
way of entrance fees, and what can be 
taken at the side shows. A féte 
day is a good money-making 
proposition besides being something 


for a time of real rejoicing. Even 
to-day there are crowds to be got on a 
Saturday and there are also side shows 
to be got besides the possibilities of 
organising games and competitions. 
We hope many of our members will 
take this hint. 


TIGHTENING UP: How To 
Do It. 


On another page we reproduce a 
delegate’s Credential and Voting Card 
which has been issued for the use of 
local Organisations by the Scottish 
Council of the Labour Party (Secretary, 
Mr. John Taylor). The card is sup- 
plied where required at a cost of 2/- 
per 100. 

This device is one of particular value 
in places where infiltration by undesir- 
able elements is suspected or probable, 
but it is also a desirable innovation in 
every Party wishing to perfect its 
organisation and retain its following 
as a loyal and well-knit force. 

An affirmation by delegates when 
appointed annually, or to fill vacancies, 
serves to convey to them the Party’s 
principles, aims and objects, and its 
purpose also to secure that all persons 
sent to do Party business shall have 


the same ends in view. 
* 


* * 


The Information Department of the 
Party has frequently advised the use 
of declaration by delegates, and below 
is a stock form issued by the Depart- 
ment to serve the purpose. 


Local Labour Party 


DECLARATION BY DELEGATE TO 
GENERAL COMMITTEE 


ee te ee being a 
duly appointed delegate by the 
hereby declare that I individually 
accept and will conform to the Consti- 
tution, Programme, Principles and 
Policy of the Labour Party and the 
rules of the above Local Party. 
Signed! 27. 95.. eer eee seen Bs Bo 


Dates jap 5) <basvesnee aces eee 


*For Conditions for the Appointment 
of Delegates, see Clause VII. of Set of 
Model Rules. 

Note.—The above form to be suit- 


ably varied for all D.L.P.’s or. other 
Parties. 
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For Explanation see note on page 6. 


THE LABOUR PARTY 


Delegate’s Credential 
AND VOTING CARD 


Including the Conditions for the 
Appointment of Delegates. 


This Card is issued to 


a duly appointed Delegate represent- 
ing the 


Peete e meee e ee neenssereseneee 
eee ee es 


and is valid until the meeting prior 
to the Annual Meeting in 194... 


CONDITIONS FOR THE 
APPOINTMENT OF DELEGATES 


(Excerpt from the Rules of the 
Labour Party, Clause VII. in Sets A, B, 
C. and D Rules; Clause VIII. in Set 
E, Rules; and Clause VI. in Sets F and 
G Rules). 


1.—Every delegate must individually 
accept and conform to the Constitu- 
tion, programme, principles and policy 
of the Labour Party and the Rules of 
this Party. 

2.—Delegates must be ‘bona-fide’ 
members or paid permanent officials of 
he organisation appointing them. 

3.—No person shall act as a delegate 
for more than one organisation, 


4.—No person shall act as a delegate 
who does not contribute to the political 
‘und of his or her Trade Union. 


5.—The following are also ineligible 
o act as delegates: — 


So ee ie ry 


LABOUR PARTY > 


MEETINGS are held monthly on the 


snipe Pines sons eaumeetea ty day of each month 


Sie ae ees ee p-m, 
Please endeavour to attend regularly. 


Issued by the Scottish Council of the Labour 
Party, John Taylor, Secretary, 7 Bath St., 
Glasgow, C.2. 


(a) Persons acting as candidates in 
opposition to duly endorsed Labour 
candidates; 

(b) Persons who are members of poli- 
tical Parties or organisations ancillary 
or subsidiary thereto declared by the 
Annual Conference of the Labour Party 
or by the National Executive Com- 
mittee in pursuance of Conference 
decisions to be ineligible for affiliation 
to the Labour Party. 

6.—Delegates must be resident or 
registered as electors in the Parliamen- 
tary Constituency in which this Party 
operates. 


DELEGATE’S DECLARATION 
(To be signed by the Delegate before 
the Card is issued) 

I have read the foregoing Conditions 
for the appointment of Delegates and 
declare that I am in conformity with 
their requirements. 

(Signed) 
PALATES Sais ereetta caer Mp ERreaer cena cceraensas 


eee eee e ree rr sree ree reesrresserserepsersssesssseHeres 
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Around the Local Parties 


Cardiganshire, because of its associa- 
tions and interests, does not present an 
easy task for the faithful there, but we 
hear of good work being done. Two 
thousand copies of Laski’s pamphlet, 
“The Labour Party, the War, and the 
Future,” in its Welsh translation, were 
recently distributed—no small organ- 
ising effort in itself. Now 2,000 copies 
of “What Labour is Doing” (referred 
to elsewhere) are to be sent out. Mem- 
bership is being maintained without a 
drop in it and stands at 402. Outlying 
parts of the Division get attended and 
quite a fair amount of propaganda and 
political education has been attempted. 
This we should expect, as the Secre- 
tary, Mr. A. T. Grindley, is an old 
S.D.F.er. The Party take care to get 
good press reports, which is everything 
in that type of Division. 


With longer and lighter evenings 
quite a number of Local Parties report 
a determination to catch up with even- 
ing work neglected during the darker, 
blacker and oft-bombed nights. “Make 
hay while the sun shines” is one Sec- 
retary’s advice to his members, and 
it’s good advice. In these lighter and 
longer evenings quite a lot can be 
organised by way of restoring and re- 
uniting membership. The Party can 
be put in evidence again where it 
needs it. ; 


Bexley (Borough) Local Party (Dart- 
ford Division) has, what we believe is 
very rare among Local Parties, viz., 
an Horticultural Section. And as to 
why this type of activity is so rare 
no good answer can be given. Mem- 
bership of the Section carries many 
advantages, not the ‘least being a 
scheme for the mass purchase of seeds, 
tools, etc., obtainable by members at 
reduced cost. Lots of Parties complain 
that seasonal gardening interferes with 
normal Party work. Here is a case 
where instead of Mahomet waiting for 
the mountain to move, he goes to it! 
We note that seed catalogues are in the 
hands of Ward Secretaries, who accept 
members’ orders. The reduction on 
seeds is 2d. in the shilling. The Secre- 
tary of the Gardening Section is Mr. 
A. E. Bell, 52 Clinton Avenue, Welling, 


Kent, and some readers may like to 
write him, sending congratulations and 
requesting further details. Mention 
theLiOs? 


The annual report of the Durham 
Divisional Labour Party has an inter- 
esting reference to Regional organisa- 
tion and a proposal to later set up a 
Regional Council for the North-Eastern 
District which arose out of an address 
by the National Agent, on “Regional 
Organisation” before a special meeting 
of the County Federation. The report 
says :— 

“Regional Councils already exist in 
Lancashire and Cheshire, Scotland, and 
South Wales, while the County of Lon- 
don is covered by the machinery of the 
London Labour Party. The Regional 
Council for Lancashire and Cheshire 
was established in 1938; the one for 
South Wales in 1937; and the Scottish 
one has been in existence for many 
years. These bodies are proving suc- 
cessful in Party development, propa- 
ganda initiative, and in the creation” 
of a regional leadership which is con- 
sidered to have a profound effect upon 
the work of the Party generally. 

“Many of the functions now per- 
formed by the Head Office, such as the 
supply of membership cards and pro- 
paganda (apart from the services of 
M.P.’s), etc., are transferred to these 
Regional Councils which can do them 
better than they can be done from 
London. With this decentralisation of 
administrative authority in certain 
aspects of Party work, there will be 
greater concentration on constituency 
development. 


“Regional Councils are representa- 
tive of all sections of the Party, and 
one of the benefits secured by those 
already established is the greater co- 
operation between important sections of 
affliated Trade Unions and_ other 
bodies within the Party. It is hoped 
to cover the whole country with them 


as opportunity and = finance become 
available.” 


We learn, anent the recent Dum- 
bartonshire Bye-election, that the 
register was hopelessly out-of-date. 
Hundreds of workers could not vote 
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because of overtime working and the 
distances they had to travel to ana 
from their work. It is worth noting 
that the C.P. appeared to have ne 


shortage of cash. They spent lavishly. 


on halls, bills, election newspapers: 
Their cell work in the trade unions; 
which had not been faced up to by 
the local Labourists in some parts of 
the Division, also told. Despite that, 
Labour had a good poll, higher than 
our last vote in peace time, and it is 
not the case—despite what the Coms 
may say—that the Tories came out in 
their thousands to help us. The C-P., 


of course, were elated at saving their- 


deposit. It must be remembered they 
had held four County Council seats for 
a long number of years—some over ten 
years—and that local influence could 
hardly be broken down by an emaciated 
Labour organisation in a short cam- 
paign of a month. 


The South Wales Regional Council 
of Labour has produced a_ useful 
leaflet entitled “What is Labour 
Doing?” being a Parliamentary record 
prepared by Mr. Ness Edwards, M.P., 
and Mr. George Dagger, M.P. Consti- 
tuency parties in the area are being 
supplied with copies of the leaflet at 
5/- per 1,000 and as noted above 


. some of them are making good use of 


them. The charge named is, of course, 
far below printers’ costs. Parties out- 
side the area desiring to use the leaflet 
would, of course, have to pay the price 
asked for by the printers. The leaflet 
is intended to meet ill-informed criti- 
cism and to also acquaint the public 
with the practicable achievements 
which can be directly attributed to 
Labour’s actions. It is nevertheless a 
modest statement and would in no 
sense take the place of the much fuller 
statement and claims made in the Party 
pamphlet “Labour in the Government.” 
The leaflet is intended for distribution 
and the pamphlet is for sale so we 
won'l/ venture to suegest that the over- 
printing of the leaflet with a reference 
to the pamphlet might be useful. 


An interesting feature of the balance 
sheet of the Liverpool T.C. and LP. 
is thot the Political Affiliation !ces 
exceed the Industrial Fees, the figures 
for last year being £408-13-4 and 
£358-1-11 respectively. | Some of the 
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other big divided boroughs would be 
glad of this circumstance. This T.C. 
and L.P. finished the year with a 
doubled balance in hand. There is a 
surplus of assets over liabilities of 
£631. This Party continues to circu- 
late bulletins of both extensive and 
highly valuable information. 


Crewe reports that despite war con- 
ditions the Women’s Sections and the 
Federation continue to increase from 
strength to strength and to make a 
definite contribution to our organisa- 
tion. All the Women’s Sections in the 
Borough hold their meetings at regular 
intervals, and the holding of Joint 
Section meetings has proved extremely 
successful. i 

The Party report pays tribute to a 
useful aspect of the work of the 
Lancashire and Cheshire Regional 
Council of the Labour Party in the 
organising of week-end schools. Stu- 
dents, it is stated, come back with very 
interesting reports. An unusual item 
in the report is the statement that, 
“although we inserted an advertisement 
in the local press that the Offices 
would be open each Friday between 
7 pm. and g p.m., to afford advice 


services to our constituents very little 
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response has been forthcoming. Our 
people still adhere to the old practice 
of interviewing their representatives 
at the latter’s private homes rather 


than calling at a central office.” Is_ 


this experience known elsewhere? 

We are interested also to note that 
this Party has taken up. the question 
of the unsatisfactory number of 
Labour magistrates in the Borough. 
Regarding the financial statement this 
shows a saving of over {51 on the year. 


The Annual Report and Year Book 
of the Birmingham ‘Trades Council 
and Borough Labour Party is a formid- 
able document of about 100 pages. 
This booklet is probably the most 
comprehensive and weighty document of 
its kind issued by any similar organi- 
sation of its kind in the country and 
one gets the impression from reading 
that if the great Trade Union Move 
ment of Birmingham just exercises its 
strength the political complexion ot 
the city, so long a disgrace to the 
workers, could soon be changed. On 
the political side big progress was mide 
last year following the appointment of 

' Mr. H. Wickham as Borough Politica: 
Organiser. It is noteworthy that last 
year the industrial affiliation fees 
totalled £629; the political fees 
amounted to £339. 


“The Annual Report of the Hendon 
Constituency Labour Party lays stress 
on the need for the existence of a 
strong virile Labour Party to mect 
eventualities at the end of the war. 
All local parties within the Constitu- 
ency report that, despite prevailing 
drawbacks, good work is being main- 
tained in every area. This constitu- 
ency has suffered badly from air raids 
and the Party’s headquarters have been 
badly damaged, yet they carry on, and 
the Party’s annual report is by no 
means an unworthy document. Mem- 
bership has naturally suffered, but 
despite this there was a saving on the 
year of about {30 cash. 

The Borough of Hendon L.L.P., ot 
which Ald. G. R. Richardson is also 
the secretary, always presents an 
interesting report. This year,we notice 
that despite a falling off in the number 
of members attending ward meetings, 
most of the wards fortunately possess 
groups of enthusiasts who perform the 
steady and consistent work of keeping 
the Party machinery in good working 


order, The Labour Group, as in some 
other places, has this year departed 
from its former practice and now 
nominates its members for committee 
chairmanships. This Party also 
bettered its position financially during 
the year. 


We learn from Kettering of good 
work by the Kettering Comrades 
Circle. Recently more than _ 100 
young folk gathered at the usual 
weekly meeting, where there were 
games, music, dancing and happy 
fellowship, and twenty minutes talk, by 
the agent, on Socialism. We learn 
there are some specially promising 
youngsters among the throng, and 
given guidance and encouragement 
these will prove a tower of strength in 
the future. 


L.P. ANNUAL CONFERENCE 


It is announced that the coming 
Annual Conference (the goth by the 
way) of the Labour Party will be held 
in the Central Hall, Westminster, and 
not at the Queen’s Hall, as previously 
announced. 

The Central Hall was the venue of 
two or three conferences about the 
end of the last war, but it has not 
been used for an Annual Party Confe- 
rence for many years. Queen’s Hall 
is out of action; two or three Annual 
Conferences have been held there. 

Nothing either sensational or unex- 
pected appears in the Report of the 
N.E.C. and given a passably quiet time 
Conference should. rise early on the 
third day. 

Interest may. centre this year round 
the elections for the N.E.C., though 
until the agenda is circulated , the 
names of nominees are not known. 
It is believed that the N.E.C. have no 
surprises in store and beyond a possible 
preliminary breeze on Conference pro- 
cedure and powers, a quiet time is 
indicated. 


LABOUR AGENTS’ CONFERENCE 


The Annual Conference of the 
National Union of Labour Organisers 
and Election Agents takes place on 
Sunday, June rst, at the National Trade 
Union Club. 

This is the 21st Conference since 
the re-organisation. of the Union in 
1920. An important but comparatively 
light agenda is before the Conference. 

This year’s Chairman is Mr. R. 
Stanton. 
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On ORE RE OMe 


There is a truism that if you want a 


job done go to the busy man to do it: 


not to the man who merely Jooks busy, 
because he’s always overwhelmed with 


_ work, but to the man who does things, 


life, aims and aspirations. 


remembering~ ~ dates. 


and whose evidence of busyness is work 
accomplished. 

Now this is not because the busy 
man likes the extra job, nor a case of 
working the willing horse, but because 
the busy man, like the pre-war boy 
over the currant cake, always has a 
corner left: a little time in hand for 
more. 

The secret lies in organisation. The 
busy man organises himself ; organising 
the work is a secondary matter. 

Have you ever considered how this is 
done? In the first place one must have 
a mind big enough to mentally embrace 
every single item there is to do, including 
that of taking leisure. 

Organisation is the essence of life to 
the kind of man we have in mind. He 
sees his job as a whole, even taking 
time to contemplate the whole, to 
view it in perspective to his general 
His is not 
the muddled mind which finds out too 
late that he has taken on too much. His 
Capacity is greater than most men 
because he puts an organised mind and 
energy to work: such a man, however, 
will know his capacity and his limita- 
tions. 

There is something to be learned by 
watching the methods of busy men. 
Mostly they have well-trained memories 
at command; and while a man may 
sometimes not remember his umbrella, 
or the lie he told his wife last night, he 
may have an excellent trained memory 
for his work. : 

The sort of memory training required 
is really not very hard to acquire. 
Memory training means acquiring the 
power to remember that which you 
desire and it is necessary to remember 
Mere’ retention is’ another matter 
altogether, like the useless work of 
The’ memory 
required is that which’ will serve like 
the cuckoo on the clock—pop out just at 
the proper time and not crowd in all 
the time or go wrong like other clocks. 


It is quite good exercise on occasion 
to try and remember every half-penny 
you have spent in a day or a week: 
That’s fairly easy after all. Try, too, 
if you go out and about; to recall at the’ 
day’s end each excursion ; who you met 
and what they said. It is an even 
better exercise to write down what they 
said, for this will tend to correct your 
memory and keep it true; anyway,, 
remembering what the other fellow said 
es: serve you again and again through: 

ife. fd 

The busy man doesn’t omit jobs he has:. 
to do through sheer forgetfulness. 
Trained memory comes to his aid. j 

It will help you to acquire the right, 
habit if,when a mass of work or details, 
crowds in, you write down each item 
requiring to be done, big and little: 
strike off the list as each job is finished. , 
The writer uses this method only when 
work is unusually varied or includes 
a mass of personal detail. Memory 
and a good mental view of jobs to be 
done, serves best, however, for too 
much reliance on an uncompleted list 
may lead to omissions ; besides which © 
it’s too mechanical to develop your 
brains ! 


The busy man uses judgment and 
he plans his work. Almost instinc- 
tively from among the many details to 
be performed he selects those most 
urgent, those which will take time, and 
those which if done first will simplify 
other jobs. He plans accordingly. 

There is much more in those methods 
than appears. We advise you to try, 
them on Party work, as doubtless you 
have already done in the garden, — 
Memory, order, judgment, planning, 
all are aids to capacity. 

There are other things to be learnt, 
from a really busy man. The latter 
learns to scrap out-worn ideas and time- 
wasting. devices. He learns to use 
concentration, but also when to put 
that aside and relax. 

And lastly, the busy man knows the 
advantages of “condition.” Over-: 
wound, flaccid, dyspeptic or worried: 
men rarely accomplish much. Busy 
men are healthy and keep so. 
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By the Editor 


Lenore: 


The Wanderlust 


No. 9 


In a bracken-shaded hollow on the 
hillside, on the Herefordshire side of 
the Malverns (which is precise enough 
for you, my staid reader), is a lovers’ 
lair which is much competed for to-day. 
It us a spot sanctified by many vows, 
a hollow hallowed by decades of 
courting couples; a shrine still to some 
of them, a shame, alack, to others 

I, too, love this spot; for its loneliness, 
its beauty, and for its fair and far view 
away over hill and dale till the pros- 
pect backgrounds on the mountains of 
Brecon. 

The day I tell of is long before the 
crowds crushed in upon these charms. 
There ts a couple in the cover now, an 
absorbed and handsome pair, lying on 
the grass with the hill at 45 degrees 
behind them and the fair world in 
front. ; 

That is not exactly Tommy’s view of 
it. The fair world, all there is worth 
having of it, is by his side; and for the 
hundredth time he half rises to look 
into her face and murmur: 

“a fair and radiant maiden 

whom the angels name Lenore” 

-Lenore was, of course, the lady's 
name; and she was all that was implied 
in Tommy’s borrowed lines. To him 
those words were a sort of signature 
tune. Well, perhaps, for him, that he 
didn’t know their origin* 

Generations of bracken have, since 
that day, beheld (and overheard), 
similar scenes. Could they but speak 
those great ferns would agree with 
Tommy (and me), that no fairer or more 
radiant maiden before, or since, had 
shared their shelter: and_ that 
saying much! 

Lenore was pure bred of that 
country-side. That, too, is saying 
much. She was even-featured, well- 
shaped, happy-mannered, blonde and 
beautiful. Soft and white skinned 
too, Tommy was in rapture if and 


is 


*The line occurs in’ Edgar Allan’ Poe’s weird 
poem ‘“Nevermore.”’ There is, of course, no 
connection or similarity between this story and 
the strange experience’ therein told. 


when he saw an inch or two that ought. 
to be covered but wasn’t. For Lenore 
was a girl to carry on the race. God 
forgive mankind that she didn’t! 


* * * 


*Tis another day in the hollow.. 

Listen; a voice, a murmur— 
“a fair and radiant maiden 

whom the angels name Lenore,” 

Tommy is all love as usual. But 
Lenore is thinking of other things. 
She has promised Tom marriage, and 
she wonders why he doesn’t “give over,” 
and think of serious matters. There's. 
her bottom drawer, for instance. 
Blushingly she has shown him the 
contents. There are all sorts of things 
needed for married life but Tommy 
doesn’t think. She knows she’s beau- 
tiful, but good looks, she reflects, won’t 
i ‘vy the bedclothes. Her thoughts now 
are of pots and pans, of the dolly tub 
and rain water cask: of flat irons, 
fenders and furniture. Tommy is- 
tiresome, thoughtless and — unhappy 
thought—will his love evaporate as did 
that of a dozen young husbands whose: 
wives she had known in girlhood? 

It is bad for Tommy that these 
thoughts arise. Doubted love is like 
Cupid minus the arrow. 

* * * 


Come with me now to a comely 
cottage some miles from Malvern 
heights, in the wide valley near to 
Ashchurch. Here is a farmhouse or 
cottage presided over by one whom 
Tom— big, blundering, happy Tom— 
still croons about as that “fair and 
radiant maiden whom the angels name 
Lenore.” Well he might be happy. 
The farm is good and the work light; 
his house is a palace in more senses 
than one, for does it not house a prin- 
cess? Tiresome Tommy, thoughtless 
as ever: there is that in the face of. 
the angels’ god-child that he cannot 
see. And could he see, my tale would” 
end here. 

Lenore is indeed restless, unhappy. 
Have you ever learnt, dear reader,. 


- Yet how 


- over-dressed and flamboyant. 


_ them set her course. 
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of that awful void in the heart of a 
young married woman ere the first 
child comes? and if one never comes? 


_ The bride has given up girlhood, the 


play, the dalliance, the fun of flirtship; 


_ She has given all, and in return. gets— 


what? Be the husband all he may 
there is emptiness, a lost world, a new- 
found one of work and care... Constant 
love palls: an outlet is wanted for 
other passions; the prisoner in the cage 
yearns to fly, and mustn’t 

Nature herself, loving nature, knows 
that feeling. It has its cure, but Tom 
and Lenore had decided against it. 
Not yet, they said. It was the farm, 
always the farm, to be paid for, to be 
their own later. Little joys could wair. 

Women must weep and men must 
fight. So be it. Lenore did one; Tom 
did the other. fh 


* * * 


Back please to the old hollow. The 
bracken to-day blows uneasily. Lenore 
has “taken in” a paying guest from 
Birmingham, one in need of “change 
and country air.” So Lenore has 
broken free for a day, her first “out” 
since the wedding. She- has- brought 
Margaret to Malvern to the sacred dell. 

Oh, high hill, forgive a sacrilege! 
Hallowed hollow! May the winter 
winds blow clean. 

For Margaret is of the profession. 
could a fair and radiant 
maiden, pure as the country air itself, 
know of this? Margaret, “tis true, is 
painted, patched, dyed and damned, 
It is the 
city’s ways, thought Lenore; and she 
stood sister to the scarlet woman. 

J+ was there in the hollow that 
Lenore poured out her woman's tale. 
Margaret listened, hesitated a little, 
Her hesitation 
was genuine, for Margaret knew what 
she might be doing. You must weigh 
in for Margaret that life for her wasnt 
bad. What might Lenore not achieve 


with her looks and radiance? 


So Margaret talked. Of the gay 
world of the west—of Bath, of Chelten- 
ham, of Clifton, of Birmingham and 
Leamington, of bright young ‘sparks; 
matured and wealthy officers; pros- 
perous business bosses and languishing 
lads with lucre. The Kingdom © of 
Heaven was on Earth, she suggested, 
and with it went wine and furs and 
carriages, dinners, theatres, posh hotels 
and petting patrons. Lenore was a 
fool, a fool to herself, a denial to men 


who could pay, a wasted flower that 
would be prized high in the hot-houses, 

The next afternoon Lenore and Mar- 
garet trained to Cheltenham. Marga- 
ret or Magdalene, the name doesnot 
matter much. How ‘they. have. lived 
through the centuries|. 

* * * 

Of course, sweet reader, you know 
the Promenade? God grew the trees— 
the rich resolved the ripe atmosphere. 
At the time of my tale, the Promenade 
was the parade of fashion; it was too, 
the paradise of prostitutes. 

You will recognise Margaret on the 
corner by the King’s Hotel: but. not 
that other elegant figure parading 
under the lamp-lit: trees. Not Lenore 
surely, carmine lipped, rudely ‘rouged 
and fashioned to frightfulness?.. It is 
she, nevertheless, and many a married 
elegant casts a sly eye. The novice 
in ner innocence. faiis to: catch it.. 

Lenore might have gone on all night 
like this but for the push and go of a 
“gallant” officer. of uncertain age and 
swagger bearing. 

* * * 

Which power on earth is greatest, 
wealth, wickedness or woman? We 
shall see. I pray you, prize the answer. 

Major Manners (Masterful Manners 
to his friends) was not the boy to be 
denied. Before Lenore quite under- 
stood she was in the with wine 
and dinner ordered, and almost every- 
thing else arranged. M.M. was a’ fast 
worker, suggested his own: terms, and 
ordered the taxi for 11 o’clock. 

Gallant majors may be gallant: they 
may have both wealth and wickedness; 
but women, ah, women—like’ ‘battles, 
they have to be won, though the 
gutters aren’t glorious, and of these 
victories men are strangely silent. At 
the carriage door Lenore exercised her 
woman’s right to slip back for some- 
thing forgotten. She was still looking 
for it—at the Pittsbury end of Chelten 
ham—when the humbled and _ not-so- 


gallant major drove away. Wealth? 
Wickedness? Woman? 
* ay iti i 


A mile or so from Cheltenham is the 
race. «course. Here next afternoon 
Lenore met Margaret, flush and femi- 
ninely warm. Perhaps it was her 
woman’s heart, or maybe ‘the .devil’s 
promptine. byt Margaret mentioned 
there might be better hunting else- 
where. Lenore suggested Bath, but 
Margaret turned that down. Times 
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_ had changed on her last visit; the old 
boys were not so boisterous these days. 
They were, getting institutional. 
Massage and manicure was all the rage. 
and Margaret abhorred the tied and 
indoor life. So to Clifton. There was 
younger life there, and Bristol. mer- 
chants. ye 

Margaret parked herself in Park 
Street and plied between there and 
Whiteladies’ Road. Clifton swallowed 
her up. Lenore lingered. a feeble 
imitator, and at last hired a bed at a 
nearby eating house and dreamed of 
Tom. 

This went on for three nights till 
Margaret tired of earning for two. 
She was going back to Brum, she said, 
and there Lenore really must make 
good, Contacts were easier there, she 
said, and Lenore must get over her 
‘fears and settle down to business. 

And so to Birmingham. 

; * * * 


Birmingham has a stock market, 
an iron market, a corn market, a fish 
market, a rag market, and also a vice 
market. The latter is situated near 
New Street Station, where fashion 
reigns, and where prosperous city men 
buy or loan less prosperous women, 
though the Brummagem boss, keen in 
all business matters, has a fancy for 
little homes in Edgbaston. 

Margaret, as might be expected, had 
‘her clientéle. Some she was tired of; 
others she soon picked up. Nights 
were all roses to Margaret. She 
dropped Lenore. 

Come, look at Bristol Street, worse 
by far years ago than now, or Hill 
Street, Hurst Street, John Bright 
Street, the environs around. Second 
class -has disappeared among railway 
coaches, but Birmingham has _ its 
second class in solicitations. This 
neighbourhood is for the people; not 
the gay, but the serious-minded, the 
poor, the mean, the dodger and the 
drunk. God help the women. 

*Twas to this that Lenore drifted 
night after night. Her dress, her car- 
mine, her scandalous rouge attractea 
the poor moths all right. But 
her answers, sometimes indignant, sent 
them away. She fished, but she threw 
the fishes back; she knew fear, and 
most often took refuge in flight. The 
habitués, the regular night — fliers 
couldn’t understand her. After a 
week they left her alone. 


Lenore, now. almost’ penniless, 
yearned for home, for sleep in the 
hollow —for any God-damned thing 
but life, this life. Death, anything— 
hell, damnation, torture; it would be a — 
relief. Home: she had forgotten it. © 
Tom: she half-remembered him, The 
hollow: yes, the hollow, twice damned 
in her experience. She would go mad. 

*Twas thus she paced the Station 
Road one night. Not soliciting : what 
was the use? Walking? but where? 
backwards and forwards round the 
square. In one of those rooms of the 
big hotel Margaret was enjoying her- 
self. 


* * * 


And what of Tom in all this?—big 
blundering, and now unhappy Tom: 

The cows milked and folded, the pigs 
and poultry put to bed, the field gates 
shut and the barns closed, Tom made 
for home. Empty? it seemed strange 
to him. Lenore, he thought, had had 
a long day out. How he missed her— 
the fair and radiant maiden whom the 
angels name Lenore! 

Then he found the note. That hit 
him. Big blundering Tom collapsed. 
He sat on the fender. Gone. . fair 


. radiant. ..; name,"\.; Lenore, 7) His 
signature tune failed. Gone. . Le- 
nore. Gone for ever. . Lenore. Fan 
. . radiant. . gone! Tom—the big, 


big baby—swooned 
* * * 

Three weeks went by. Three aching 
weeks for Tom. He tended the farim; 
did the housework manfully; worship- 
ped loyally, every day, every hour, 
every minute, at his inner shrine. The 
neighbourhood knew nothing. They 
shouldn’t. Tom just laboured on. 

And now at last the slumbering fool 
feels the urge to go after Lenore. 
Where? Margaret, he knew, came 
from Birmingham. They went away 
together. He pieced that much. So 
he would find Margaret: how he 
didn’t know. But something whis- 
pered: “Find Margaret, there’s Lenore.” 

New Street Station lit its lamps at 
seven o’clock in the August days 
before the summer time. Tom arrived 
soon after. 

New Street Station bridge is a puzzle 
to strangers. Coming up from the plat- 
form you may have been told to turn 
left or right. That’s a catch; for 
which steps you arrive by determine — 
left or right, right or wrong, to the 
front or back of the station. 


= 


It was like Tom to turn wrong and 
to find himself in Station Road instead 
of Stephenson Square. 

There is a destiny that shapes our 
ends rough-hew them as we will. Was 
it coincidence, telepathy, faith, God, 
chance or accident that Lenore when 
we left her stood back turned to the 
station gates a few yards away at the 
edge of the pavement. Tom took five 
steps, and with a masterful arm made 
a catch in time. A fainting fright fell 
where it belonged—into her husband’s 
arms. 

* * * 

At 7.20 a Bristol train puffs out of 
black and noisome New Street. Jicket- 
less the two were just in time to secure 
an end and empty carriage. 


Lenore was far gone, fainting, 


frightened, fearful it was a dream. As 


the train puffed out of the tunnel into 
the gleam of the setting sun Tom saw 
her plight. 

Masterfully, he laid Lenore upon a 
seat. He drew the blinds, and then 
with wetted handkerchief he sought to 
find the true Lenore. 
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Again and again he applied ‘the 
handkerchief to her face, to her brows, 
her eyes, her cheeks, and gently to her 
lips. The horrid make-up gave him 
trouble. They were long past Black- 
well ere he had finished and the real 
Lenore, wan but wonderful, shone in- 
stead of the scarlet image like some 
new-found star. When at last satisfied, 
Tom, continuing to kneel as he had 
done all through, lifted her gently to 
his arms, and kissed her. 

We leave him, murmuring, as he 
must, his soul-sufficing song—‘“a fair 
and radiant maiden whom the angels 
name Lenore.” 

* * * 


Birmingham has bettered since Mar- 
geret’s time. So has Bath and Bristol; 
even Cheltenham’s changed. 

But the little hollow which I saw 
the other day hasn’t changed. Nor 
the stories that are told in it. Neither 
have Tom and the fair and radiant 
maiden changed, in faith, in love, in 
constancy and. in content. Big, blun- 
dering Tom, radiant Lenore! 


LABOUR PARTY DIRECTORY 
List of D.L.P. Alterations 


The following list officially supplied continues our record of changes to date in the 
list of Divisional Secretaries published in the 1940 Report of the Annual Conference. 
It should be noticed that no distinction is made in this list between a change of sec- 


retary and a change of address. 
July and later issues.) 


Index Descrip- es. 

No. tion Name of Organisation 

B32 CD North Cumberland 
D.L-P. 


G89 CD Chelmsford D.L.P. 
D135 CD Chislehurst D.L.P. 
Brs59 BD Fairfield D.L.P. 
B164 BD West Derby D.L.P. 
B203 CD Waterloo D.L.P. 
G220 CD Horncastle D.L.P. 


E224 BD Bermondsey West 
1D Ee 
E247 BD Islington D.L.P. 


The entry is made in full in either case, 


(See also 


Present Secretary and Address 
Mr. E. RoutTLepce; 15 Church Street, Wigton, 
Cumberland. 


Miss H. Parsons, 67 Rose Valley, Brentwood Essex. 
Mrs. V. WALLACE, 44 Shuttle Close, Sidcup, Kent. 


Mrs. B. Owens, 39 Pemberton Road, Old Swan, 
Liverpool 


Mr. Murpuy, 130 Hayes Street, Liverpool, 6. 

Coun. W. WALL, 167a Linacre Road, Liverpool, 21. 

Capt. W. Grant, 63 Hoylake Drive, Skegness, 
Lincs, 


Ald. J. A. W. Dovetas, 5 Brunswick Court, Ber- 
mondsey, London, S.E.1. 


Mr. H. C. Litrrtewoop, 9 Pemberton Gardens, 
London, N.109. 
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Labour Party Directory—contd. 
Index Descrip- 
No. * dion Nie of Organisation Present Secretary and Address 
E250 BD Kensington North Mrs. A. KENT, 296 Lancaster Road, London, W.11. 
D.L.P. 


E253 BD Kennington D.L.P. Coun. W. Jones, 108 Clapham Road, London, 
S.W.9. 

E257 BD Lewisham Central Mr. J. SPENCER, 43 Sunderland Road, London, 

B256/7 DB’ LP. & IC: S.E.23. 


E264 DB S.E. St Pancras Coun. Foster, 52 Swinton Street, Gray’ s Inn Road, 
DiL.P: London, W.C.1 
E266 SB Shoreditch D.L.P. Mrs. E. Teen Burbank, Barnet Lane, Elstree, 
Herts. 


E267/9 DB Southwark B.L.P. & Mr. A. E. Taytor, 51 Iliffe Street, London, SiEa1gs 
TG. 


E276 BD Clapham D.L.P. Mr. T. ARKLEY, 47 Clapham Park Road, London, 
S.W.4. 

D285 SB Hornsey D.L.P. Mr. D. BILLINGsLey, 25 Leaside Avenue, Muswell 
Hill, London, N.10. 

G302 CD East Norfolk D.L.P. Mr. E. V. Wricut, 126 Thunder Lane, Thorpe- 

: next-Norwich, Norfolk. 

G303 CD King’s Lynn D.L.P. Mrs. E. B. RosBinson, 11 Woodwark Avenue, 

King’s Lynn, Norfolk. 


A312 SB Morpeth D.L.P. — Ald. N. Garrow, J.P., 2 West Road, Bedlington 


Station, Northumberland. 
C322/5DB Nottingham B.L.P. Mr. T. Roper, 138 Mansfield Road, Nottingham. 


D332 CD Banbury D.L.P. Miss E, Lacon, 12 Farmfield Road, Banbury, Oxon. 
D371 BD Croydon South Mrs. B. A. Stubbert, Ruskin House, Wellesley Road, 
Diet Croydon, Surrey. 


A420/3 DB Bradford City D.L.P. Mrs. W. V. TiTHERINGTON, 32 High House Avenue, 
Bolton, Bradford, Yorks. 


A447 SB Wakefield D.L.P. Coun. J. M. Jotiy, 9 Westfield Road, Wakefield, 


Yorks. 
A450 CD_ Holderness D.L.P. | Mr. H.:Moor, 53 Cardigan Road, Anlaby Road, 
Hull, Yorks. 
H486 BD Cardiff East D.L.P. Mr. R. J. Evans, 5 Penywain Road, Cardiff. 
Js42 BD Govan D.L.P. Baiuiz J. Davis, 20 Drumoyne Quadrant, Glasgow, 
; S.W.1. : 
is7o 26D “Perth D-L.P: Bailie J. R. Curistie, 18a Ainslie Place, Perth. 
DELETIONS 


F57 CD _ North Dorset D.L.P. Mr. W. Sirus, M.A., the Second House, Sheep- 
lands Lane, Sherbourne, Dorset. 


Mr. W. Rocerrs, to Claro Road, Harrogate, Yorks. 
DISAFFILIATED OR SUSPENDED 


A467 CD Ripon D.L.P. 


D134 CANTERBURY Secretary, Miss Amy Carter 

C396 Kinc’s Norton Secretary, Mr. J. H. Nash. 

a SSS 
a Pe MORTON?’S ROTARY DUPLICATORS 


Equal work to large rotary machines. 63/- COMPLETE. 
Write for ee and list of PAPER, STENCILS, neo etc., for all 


DUPLICATORS as used by scores of Div. L.P’s 
MORTON'S, ir GLOBE STREET ° LONDON, S.E.l 


